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Abstract: In this study, design optimization of the lower
control arm, one of the main parts of double wishbone
system widely used in the armored wheeled vehicles, is
performed. The crucial factor in design is to keep the
vehicle weight at aminimum especially for the amphibious
vehicles that can operate in both the land andwater. In this
study, after the validation of the finite element (FE) anal-
ysis of suspension lower control arm with on-vehicle tests,
weight optimization study is performed by using surrogate
models. In FE model validation, strain values are collected
with strain-gauge from the lower control arm of the 8 × 8
wheeled vehicle and the similar boundary conditions are
applied to the FE model. A surrogate based approach is
used in optimization. The training points for surrogate
models are generated by using central composite design.
Genetic aggregation surrogate modelling technique avail-
able in ANSYSWorkbench. It is found that theweight of the
control armcan be reduced from25.2 to 21.8 kg, indicating a
weight reduction of 13.3%. This leads to approximately
27 kg weight reduction in total for 8 × 8 vehicle. Finally, the
performance of the optimized design is evaluated under
two off-design quasi-static load scenarios (pothole strike
and pavement crushing) that may be exposed on the sus-
pension while the vehicle is in motion and preferred by
vehicle manufacturers. It is observed that obtained stress
values are below the yield strength of the material, and the
off design performance of the control arm is verified with
the safety factor of 1.46 for pothole strike scenario, and 1.08
for pavement crushing.

Keywords: armored wheeled vehicle; experimental vali-
dation; finite element method; suspension control arm;
weight optimization.

1 Introduction

Over the last couple of decades, the importance of struc-
tural optimization in defense and automotive industries
has been increased gradually. Suspension system is one of
the most important subsystem of armored wheeled vehi-
cles. Vehicle suspension system is a subsystem responsible
for the safety and driving comfort of the vehicle since it
carries the weight of whole body. The main tasks are to
prevent road shocks to transmit the vehicle chassis and
other components and to ensure vehicle stabilization,
safety and comfort. Double wishbone suspension system,
which is one of the independent suspension system de-
signs in wheeled vehicles, has lower and uppers control
arms. The general function of the control arms is to prevent
the wheels from moving uncontrollably in all road condi-
tions by forming the connection between suspension and
the vehicle chassis. The lower control arm which is the
main example problemof this study is found in every single
suspension cell of the armored wheeled vehicles. The
manufacture costs of arms cover a significant part of the
total cost of this system. In this study, it is aimed to create a
finite element (FE) model of the initial design of the vehicle
suspension lower control arm, to verify this model with
tests on vehicle and to make weight optimization by using
surrogate models.

Design optimization of vehicle suspension systems
has been conducted in various studies.While some of these
studies are limited only to numerical analyses without
any experimental ingredient, there also exist studies where
the performances of the optimized designs are validated
through tests. For instance, Solanki et al. [1] performed
reliability-based design optimization of control arm of
Corvette while making use of a multiscale material model
in the structural analysis. Similarly, Song et al. [2] pre-
sented a case study of surrogate based optimization of a
control arm, where weight reduction studies were con-
ducted by using Kriging and response surface surrogate
models. Viqaruddin and Reddy [3] performed weight
reduction and stiffness improvement of a control arm
based on static analysis and torsion analysis performed by
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using Radioss software. Yıldız et al. [4] used butterfly opti-
mization algorithm for optimum shape design of automobile
suspension components, where Kriging surrogate models
were integrated into optimization. Karadere et al. [5] per-
formed lightweight design of automobile suspension com-
ponents using topology and shape optimization techniques.
Balkan et al. [6] obtained optimum design of an air suspen-
sion seat using recent structural optimization techniques,
where ECE R14 seat belt pulling test was simulated on
the optimum design obtained, but no physical tests were
conducted. Albak et al. [7] enhanced the design of a twist
beam suspension system using population-based optimiza-
tion techniques. In none of these aforementioned studies,
structural tests at either subsystem or system level were
performed.

Design optimization studies accompanied with struc-
tural testing include the following studies. Khode et al. [8]
optimized the lower control arm suspension system in a
light commercial vehicle (LCV). CATIA software was used
for CAD modeling and ANSYS software was used for FE
analysis. To identify and validate the stress values of
existing LCV, a suitable fixture was designed and manu-
factured, and the control arm is mounted on a universal
tester with LCV. Note that the experimental validation was
performed at the component level in that study. Yende
et al. [9] used topology optimization to remove the excess
weight of the lower control arm of the Mac–Pherson sus-
pension system. In that study, the FE model for initial
design of the control arm has not been validated with the
physical test, whereas the optimized design control arm
directly manufactured and compared to FE model outputs
by performing the test on universal testing machine. The
experimental validation was performed at the component
level. Gutiérrez–Moizant et al. [10] improved the design of a
crank arm, where the FE results are compared to experi-
mental test outputs. The measurements obtained in that
study are collected by using rectangular strain gauge ro-
settes. All the test studies were performed at the compo-
nent level by using a universal dynamic test bench. In all of
these aforementioned studies, structural test conducted for
experimental validation were performed at component
level (i.e., subsystem level).

In this study, design optimization of a suspension
lower control arm of 8 × 8 armored wheeled vehicle is
performed, where the FE model of the initial design is
validated through the measurements taken with a strain
gauge on a “complete vehicle in the field.” That is, different
from the existing studies in the literature where subsystem
level tests were conducted, structural tests at system-level
are conducted in this study, providing a level of novelty
compared to the existing studies in the literature.

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. The
problem definition of the optimization of the lower control
arm for minimum weight is presented in Section 2. Finite
elementmodeling and its validation process are detailed in
Section 3. Surrogate based optimization details are given in
Section 4. The optimization results are presented in Section
5. Additional off-design condition analysis on optimized
model is explored in Section 6. Finally, the conclusion
comments are given in Section 7.

2 Definition

The part discussed in this study is the lower control arm,
which is one of the largest parts in the suspension system of
an8×8wheeled armoredmilitary vehicle. The lower control
arm is connected to the frame on the vehicle chassis by
revolute joints from two different points, and on the wheel
side, it is connected to the lower region of the knuckle
holding the wheel end with a ball joint. Themain task of the
control arms is to prevent the uncontrolledmovement of the
wheels except for the up and down (along vertical axis di-
rection) in any road condition the vehicle enters and to allow
each suspension cell to function independently. The iso-
metric view of the initial design is shown in Figure 1.

In this study, starting from an existing design, the
control arm design optimization problem is formulated as
given in Equations (1)–(4), seeking for minimum weight
such that the maximum von Mises stress developed in the
optimized control arm design should not exceed the
maximum von Mises stress developed in the initial control
arm design.

Find x = {d1, d2, d3, d4} (1)

Minimize W(x) (2)

Figure 1: Isometric view of initial design of lower control arm.
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Subject to; σMaxVM(x) − σini
MaxVM ≤ 0 (3)

xL ≤ x ≤ xU (4)

The terms d1, d2, d3, and d4 given in Equation (1)
represent the design variables and constitute the design
variable vector x. These design variables change the shape
of the control arm as shown in Figure 2. W(x) in Equation
(2) is the weight of the control arm. The term σMaxVM (x)
represents the maximum vonMises stress developed in the
control arm for a given design variable vector x, and the

term σini
MaxVM is the maximum vonMises stress developed in

the initial control arm design. Considering the dimensional
constraints that should not be violated on the control arm,
the design variables are limitedwith the lower limits xL and
upper limits xU as given in Equation (4). The initial values
of the design variables as well as their lower and upper
limits are shown in Table 1.

Suspension control arms of the military vehicles are
generally made cast steel or cast ironmaterials due to their

high strength properties [11]. The material of the part
considered in this study is austempered ductile cast iron
with the properties given in Table 2.

3 Finite element modeling and
validation

In this section, loading and boundary conditions of the
analysis model on the initial design are explained first.
Then, themesh convergency studies are discussed. Finally,
FEA model validation by testing the initial design part on
vehicle is explained. Finite element modeling is performed
using ANSYS Workbench 19.2.

3.1 Loading and boundary conditions

The loading and boundary conditions are determined by
selecting a vehicle scenario for the analysis to be per-
formed. The selected case reflects data obtained from the
heaviest suspension cell with a mass of 4000 kg in the
static and bump position, measured when the vehicle
reaches the weighbridge.

The loading of the analysis models within the scope of
the study are applied on the global model over the spindle
in the schematic representation of the suspension cell in
Figure 3. As explained in the problem definition section,
the control arms are connected to the knuckle with ball
joints and from the other end to the vehicle body by revo-
lute joints. These boundary conditions have been pre-
served in all analyzes conducted within the scope of this
study, and the analysis result images given belong to the
submodel created under the global model. The connection
points shown as body connection in the relevant model are
assigned as the boundary condition in the ANSYSmodel as
the revolute joint and the regions shown as the ball joint-
knuckle connection as the spherical joint in the global
model. In addition, similar links are also located on the
upper control arm, while the upper point of the suspension
unit is assigned as a fixed support in the global model.

Figure 2: Design variables for the control arm.

Table : The initial values of the design variables as well as their
lower and upper limits.

Design variables Initial values Lower limit Upper limit

d [mm]   

d [mm]   

d [mm] .  .
d [mm] .  .

Table : Material specifications for the austempered ductile cast
iron.

Material specifications Unit Value

Density (ρ) kg·m−


Yield strength (σty) MPa 

Poisson’s ratio (ν) – .
Young’s modulus (E ) GPa 
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As a result of the 4000 kg load applied from the wheel,
the reaction forces at two different points where the lower
control arm is attached to the body are also shown.
Figure 4A shows the loadings of 4780 N in the +Z direction,
13977 N in the −Y direction, and 6437 N in the −X direction
at the control arm left connection point. Similarly,
Figure 4B shows the loadings of 4780 N in the +Z direction,
13977 N in the −Y direction, and 6437 N in the +X direction
at the control arm right connection point. Finally, Figure 4C
shows the coordinates of the both connection points.

3.2 Mesh convergence

In the meshing studies, 10-node tetrahedral elements are
used as shown in Figure 5. To conduct amesh convergence
study, FE analyses are performed for different element
sizes. The coordinate of the maximum stress is obtained as
(−122, −221, −17), and the variation of the maximum von
Mises stress with respect to element size is obtained as

shown in Figure 6 and Table 3. It is seen that the conver-
gence is achieved at 2.5 mm element size, and this element
size will be used in the subsequent optimization studies in
the paper. The stress distribution in the converged mesh is
shown in Figure 7. For this initial design, the mass is
25.2 kg, and the maximum von Mises stress developed in
the control arm is 97.80 MPa.

3.3 Validation through field tests

Following the verification of the finite element model
through the convergence study, it is aimed to validate it
by gathering measurements on the manufactured part
through field tests. In this study, measurements are taken
from a region where the maximum von Mises stress is
developed according to the FEmodel. That is, estimation of
the stress distribution on the part through FE is served as a
guide for the physical test. Figure 8 shows the strain gauge
device on the lower control arm mounted on the 8 × 8
vehicle suspension in the workshop.

Since the test is carried out on the vehicle, stabilizer
legs are placed on the vehicle chassis in accordance with
safety precautions, and the test is continued with only
wheel load. Since this reduced the load on the lower sus-
pension arm, it caused the readings to be relatively small.
The gauge factor (gauge factor) of the strain gauge used in
the test is 2.125 ± 0.5%.

The left front axle is lifted up (with the help of forklift)
to three different heights, and the strain is measured.
Figure 9 shows the strain measurements obtained from
three different suspension heights. It is seen that the
average strain values corresponding to these three
different suspension heights are determined as 75, 65, and
50 microstrains, respectively. Note that the strain in the y
direction (εyy) is measure in the tests (the reader is referred
to Figure 7 for the y-direction). In addition, when the
percent difference results reported in the validation studies
in the literature that performed similar strain gauge

Figure 3: Schematic illustration of the global model of the
suspension cell.

Figure 4: Control arm connection points, a) left, b) right, c) both.
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reading are examined, the results obtained in this study are
considered to be suitable [10, 12, 13] (Table 4).

4 Surrogate based optimization

Since high-fidelity engineering simulations and analysis
models require long periods of time and these analyzes
are repeated many times during the design optimization,

surrogate models are commonly used to reduce the
computational cost. Surrogate model-based optimization
studies generally and, respectively; include defining
design space, experimental design studies, taking samples
from experiments or simulations, creating surrogate
models, and integrate them into an approximate optimi-
zation algorithm [14]. A typical flowchart for a surrogate-
based optimization study is shown in Figure 10. At the
beginning of design optimization, many design variables

Figure 5: Finite element mesh of the control
arm.
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that are considered important are identified. However, since
the large number of variables can increase the computa-
tional cost, less important variables can be eliminated
by simplifying the design variables. This is done at the
dimensionality reduction stage and can be determined by
performing sensitivity analysis [15]. In order to evaluate
different designs, after the generating the surrogate models,
the main stages of which are shown, the search for the

optimum design continues by using optimization algo-
rithms (genetic algorithm, particle swarm optimization,
simulated annealing, etc.) in the final stage. In this paper,
themulti-objective genetic algorithm (MOGA), a variation of
NSGA-II (Nondominated sorted genetic algorithm-II) based
on a controlled elitist concept, available in ANSYS is used.
MOGA determines the global optimum candidate points
by working to optimize the objective functions until they
converge to the maximum allowed pareto percentage by
selection, crossover, and mutation [16].

Surrogate models are referred as meta-models, response
surface models, auxiliary models, proxy models, or approx-
imation models in the literature [17, 18]. The most commonly
used surrogate methods include response surfaces [19],
Kriging [20], radial based functions [21], nonparametric
regression [22], artificial neural networks [23], and ensemble
of surrogate models [24–26], which is termed as genetic ag-
gregation in ANSYS. In this work, we use the genetic aggre-
gation in ANSYS.

The training points for the surrogate models are gener-
ated by using the central composite design of experiments.

Figure 6: Mesh convergence results.

Table : Results of mesh convergence study.

Solution Max. von
Mises (MPa)

Element
size (mm)

Number of
nodes

Number of
elements

 .  , ,
 .  , ,
 .  , ,
 .  , ,
 .  , ,
 .  ,, ,,
 . . ,, ,,
 .  , ,,

Figure 7: Von Mises stress (MPa) distribution in the initial design for the converged finite element model.
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Since we have four design variables, the central composite
design formulation leads to 24 + 2×4 + 1 = 25 training points.
The finite element analyses are performed for these training
points, and the weight as well as the maximum von Mises
stress values are calculated. Then, as noted earlier, genetic
aggregation surrogate models available in ANSYS are
constructed.

The accuracies of the constructed surrogatemodels are
measured with root mean square error (RMSE), which ex-
presses the root mean square of the errors (residuals). In
this study, test points that are selected independently of
the training points are used in RMSE calculation. It is a
standard and popular error metric that can be applied to
any surrogate model [20]. RMSE can be computed from

RMSE =

̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅
1
N
 ∑
N

i=1
(yi − ŷi)2

√√
(5)

with N: Number of test points, ŷi : Response prediction at
the ith test point and yi: Actual response at the ith test point.

In this study, five test points are generated. RMSE
values for the mass as well as the maximum von Mises
stress values are computed as 0.0259 kg and 2.59 MPa,
respectively. We consider that RMSE for von Mises stress is
prone to improvement (we shoot for RMSE less than 2MPa),
so we decide to further increase the accuracy of the sur-
rogate models. When test points indicate that the response
surface quality is poor or can be improved, these points can
be used as refinement points to improve response surface
quality. The refinement points are solved with a new
simulation, as in the experimental design points, and new
outputs are obtained and the response is used as input in
surface generation. In addition, ANSYS DesignXplorer also
allows the use of refinement points for surrogate model
creation and validation, with the Universal Prediction-
based SurrogateModeling Adaptive Refinement Technique
(UP SMART) algorithm [27].

There is an automatic refinement option specifically
for the genetic aggregation solution. At least one of the
result values (mass or von Mises stress value) must be
selected for refinement. Here we select von Mises stress.
The refinement points are then added to the training set to
increase the response surface quality. In this second stage,
five new test points are generated. Genetic aggregation
surrogate models are re-constructed and the RMSE values
are re-evaluated as 0.011 kg for mass, and 1.69 MPa for the

Figure 8: Strain gauge on the control arm.

Figure 9: Strain gauge results corresponding to
three different suspension heights.

Table : Comparison of field test and finite element analysis
results.

No Wheel
force (N)

εyy predicted
through FE model

(micro m/m)

εyy measured
in the test

(micro m·m−)

% difference

  . . −.
  . . −.
  . . +.
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maximum von Mises stress. We consider that the targeted
RMSE values are achieved, so we terminate the improve-
ment process. Finally, optimization problem stated earlier
in Equation (1) is solved and the results are reported in the
next section.

The training points constructedwith central composite
design of experiments (DoE) and the corresponding re-
sponses are listed in Table 5. The test points used to mea-
sure the accuracy of the surrogate models are given in
Table 6. These test points are then used as refinement

points in the next stage. The new test points in the next
stage are given in Table 7.

5 Optimization

In the optimization step, multi-objective genetic algorithm
(MOGA) method was used with ANSYS v19.2 software. The
optimization results and comparison to initial design is
given in Table 8. The initial weight of the lower control arm,

Figure 10: Surrogate based optimization flowchart [15].
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25.2 kg, decreased by 13.3% to 21.8 kg. This means that
3.35 kg per part and a total of approximately 27 kg reduc-
tion on the vehicle since there are 8 control arms on an 8× 8
wheeled vehicle.

Furthermore, the fact that the maximum von Mises
stress on the part did not increase after this weight reduc-
tion and a similar value was measured with a deviation of
less than 1% means that the optimization was successful.
Figure 11 shows the initial and optimum designs of the
control arm, and Figure 12 shows the von Mises stress
distribution in the optimum design.

6 Additional off-design condition
analysis on optimized model

For the lower control armwhoseweight optimization is just
completed, analyses related to quasi-static critical road
load scenarios (scenarios that can cause breakage and
damage) are carried out in this section in order to examine
the impact of different situations experienced during
driving. The longitudinal impact describes the scenario in
which the vehicle falls into a deep pothole while going
straight. At the same time, lateral impact is the scenario
that describes the vehicle wheel hitting a pavement at high
speed or getting a hit directly on the lateral axis. Although
it is considered that these scenarios will cause high dam-
age to the suspension parts other than the control arms, it is
expected that stress values will be obtained on the lower
control arm, below the component yield strength value, as
a result of the scenario. The safety factor for the results is
also calculated. Selected two different road load scenarios
are shown in Table 9. Based on these scenarios, the
maximum von Mises stress values calculated on the lower
control arm as a result of the loads applied on thewheel for
both scenarios are given separately in Figures 13 and 14.

The results obtained according to the scenarios and the
safety factors calculated based on these results are given in

Table : Central composite DoE and the corresponding response.

No d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

Mass
(kg)

Max. von
Mises stress

(MPa)

 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .

Table : Test points generated at the first stage.

No d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

Mass
(kg)

Max. von
Mises stress

(MPa)

 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .

Table : Test points generated at the second stage.

No d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

Mass
(kg)

Max. von
Mises stress

(MPa)

 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .
 . . . . . .

Table : Optimization results.

Design d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

d
(mm)

Mass
(kg)

Max. von
Mises
stress
(MPa)

Initial . . . . . .
Optimum(pred.)a . . . . . .
Optimum(FE)b . .

aIn optimum (pred.), the performance of the optimum is obtained from
surrogatemodels. bIn optimum (FE) the performance of the optimum is
obtained from an additional FE run.
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Table 10. Based on the results; it has been observed that
the maximum von Mises stress value is below the yield
strength of the part, resulting in a successful result and the
effect of the lateral impact scenario on the control arm is
greater than the other scenario. The reason for this is that
the force applied to the wheel in the Z direction is primarily
damped by the suspension shock absorbers and reflects
less load on the control arms, however, it is observed that
more load is placed on the control arm in lateral loads.

7 Conclusions

In this study, the lower control arm of the double wishbone
suspension system of an 8 × 8 armored wheeled vehicle was
optimized. The mass of the lower control arm, whose initial

valuewas 25.2 kg,was reducedby 13.3% to 21.85 kg. There are
8 lower control arms in an 8 × 8 wheeled vehicle. This means
that the total reduction of weight is approximately 27 kg for 1
vehicle. Vehicle weight is the most critical issue in land
vehicles with high mobility and especially the ones have
swimming requirement. The output of this study also con-
tributes to weight reduction studies throughout the vehicle.

The optimized model was analyzed under two quasi-
static load scenarios (off design conditions) and successful
results were obtained by keeping the maximum von Mises
stress under the part yield strength. The part was verified
by finding the factor of safety 1.46 and 1.08.

The study discussed in this paper can be extended to
the following studies:
– Toperformoptimizedpart validation infield, thepart can

be manufactured and subjected to life tests on an inde-
pendent suspension test setup. This path is followed
especially before the mass production of safety-critical
parts.

– Off-design condition analysis can be extended by add-
ing different scenarios separately such as destructive
road loads when turning right or left.

Figure 11: Design stages, a) initial design,
b) optimum design.

Figure 12: Von Mises stress (MPa) distribution in the optimum design.

Table : Road load off-design conditions.

Road load scenarios X (g) Y (g) Z (g)

 Pothole strike (longitudinal impact)   

 Lateral strike (pavement crushing)   
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Figure 13: Von Mises stress (MPa) developed on the control arm as a result of the pothole strike scenario.

Figure 14: Von Mises stress (MPa) developed on the control arm as a result of the lateral strike scenario.

Table : FE analysis results of road load scenarios.

Road load scenarios Maximum
von Mises

(MPa)

Yield
strength

(MPa)

Safety
factor

 Pothole strike (longitudinal impact) .  .
 Lateral strike (pavement crushing) .  .
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